Life and Letters

laden with catalogues and guarded by braided
commissionaires. I remember thinking that
had I my way I would shift half the Tate
Wattses to Compton to join the others. Sup-
pose that the cream of Constable were estab-
lished similarly at Flatford on the Stour, in a
little white building by the mill, where his
own river runs through his own valley. Suffolk
would have an added attraction ; Constable
would be seen to better advantage than he
ever has been; and a pilgrimage to Flatford
would be as exciting as a visit to Haarlem,
where, in a. very small and otherwise not
notable collection, one finds the great series of
Halses, painted in and for his own town3
and still there to his and the town's glory.
Provincial towns beginning collections, and
philanthropists making collections which they
intend to leave to the public, would do well to
bear this in mind. They should specialise ;
and where there is a local product wortfi it,
they should specialise in that.
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